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colours ; these in their number and gay appear-
ance have a pretty effect in the procession, in-
terspersed with the trays containing the dresses,
&c. All the trays are first covered with basket-
work raised in domes, and over these are thrown
draperies of broad-cloth, gold-cloth, and bro-
cade, neatly fringed in bright colours.

The Mayndhie procession having reached the
bridegroom's house, bustle and excitement per-
vade through every department of the man-
sion. The gentlemen are introduced to the
father's hall; the ladies to the youth's mother,
who in all possible state is prepared to receive
the bride's friends.

The interior of a zeenahnah has been already
described; the ladies crowd into the centre
hall to witness, through the blinds of bamboo,
the important process of dressing the young
bridegroom in his bride's presents. The centre
purdah is let down, in which are openings to
admit the hands and feet; and close to this
purdah a low stool is placed. When all these
preliminary preparations are made, and the
ladies securely under cover, notice is sent to